ng	JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
with the greatest interest; I had read practically everything
printed about it in the American and foreign press, and I had
had access to such official information as was available on our
side of the Atlantic. The result was that, when I sailed for
England in March, I felt little fear about the outcome. All the
fundamental facts in the case made it appear impossible that the
Germans could win the War. Sea-power apparently rested
practically unchallenged in the hands of the Allies ; and that in
itself, according to the unvarying lessons of history, was an
absolute assurance of ultimate victory. The statistics of shipping
losses had been regularly printed in the American press, and,
while such wanton destruction of life and property seemed
appalling, there was apparently nothing in these figures that was
likely to make any material change in the result. Indeed, it
appeared to be altogether probable that the War would end
before the United States could exert any material influence on
the outcome. My conclusions were shared by most American
naval officers whom I knew, students of warfare, who, like
myself, had the utmost respect for the British Fleet and believed
that it had the naval situation well in hand.
Yet a few days spent in London clearly showed that all this
confidence in the defeat of the Germans rested upon a mis-
apprehension. The Germans, it now appeared, were not losing
the war—they were winning it. The British Admiralty now
placed before the American representative facts and figures
which it had not given to the British press. These documents
disclosed the astounding fact that, unless the appalling destruc-
tion of merchant tonnage which was then taking place could be
materially checked, the unconditional surrender of the British
Empire would inevitably take place within a few months.
On the day of my arrival hi London I had my first interview
with Admiral Jellicoe, who was, at that time, the First Sea
Lord.
After the usual greetings, Admiral Jellicoe took a paper out
of his drawer and handed it to me. It was a record of the tonnage
losses for the last few months. This showed that the total sinkings,
British and neutral, had reached 536,000 tons in February, and
603,000 in March ; it further disclosed that sinkings were taking
place in April which indicated the destruction of nearly 900,000
tons. These figures indicated that the losses were three and four
times as large as those which were then being published in the
press.
[note.—The statements published were not false, but they
were inconclusive and intentionally so. They gave the number of

